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Please note: These questions contain spoilers, so it's recommended that you wait to read them until after you've 
finished the book. 
 
 

1.  SOPHIE FELT THAT SHE W AS THE ONLY PER SON SHE COULD TR ULY 

R ELY ON, ESPECIALLY W HEN IT CAME TO HER BUSINESS. W HAT 

HAPPENED IN HER  PAST TO MAKE HER FEEL THAT W AY? H OW  DID THAT 

HOLD HER  BACK, PREV ENT HER  FR OM TAKING CLANDESTINE K ITTY TO 

THE NEXT LEVEL? W HAT LESSON DID SHE NEED TO LEARN? W HAT 

HAPPENED IN THE STORY TO TEACH HER  THAT LESSON? 
 

2. MALLERY HAS SAID THAT BECAUSE SHE DIDN'T EVER W RITE FROM 

AMBER'S POINT OF VIEW , SHE NEVER TRULY KNEW  W HETHER AMBER 

BELIEVED EVERYTHING SHE W AS SAYING, OR W HETHER SHE W AS 

PUTTING ON AN ACT IN ORDER TO MANIPULATE HER FAMILY. W HAT DO 

YOU THINK, AND W HY? 
 

3. W HEN W OMEN ARE YOUNG, MANY HAV E A TENDENCY TO OV ER-
ACCOMMODATE. A W OMAN SOMETIMES SUBLIMATES HER  NEEDS TO 

OTHER S'—HUSBAND, KIDS, FRIENDS. THEN W HEN SHE GETS OLDER 

AND W ISER  AND REALIZES THAT SHE HAS AS MUCH R IGHT TO A 

FULFILLING LIFE AS THEY DO, SHE HAS TO RENEGOTIATE HER  

R ELATIONSHIPS, W HICH CAN BE STRESSFUL TO ALL PAR TIES. H OW  DID 

MALLER Y CAPTURE THAT IN THIS STORY? IN THE DISAGREEMENT 

BETW EEN K RISTINE AND JAXSEN, W HOSE SIDE W ERE YOU ON AND 

W HY?  
 
4.  H OW  DID YOU FEEL W HEN RUTH, KR ISTINE'S MOTHER-IN-LAW , GAVE KR ISTINE SOME STAR T-UP MONEY? W HY DO 

YOU THINK SHE DID THAT? W HAT MESSAGE DID THAT SCENE CONVEY ABOUT RUTH'S R ELATIONSHIP W ITH HER  OW N 

HUSBAND? 
 
 
 
 



5.  AT THE BEGINNING OF THE BOOK, H EATHER W AS W OR KING HER TAIL OFF, BUT NOT MAKING PR OGRESS. IT'S LIKE SHE 

W AS TR YING TO RIDE A BICYCLE UPHILL W ITHOUT THE CHAIN ENGAGED. H OW  W ER E HEATHER'S ACTIONS AND 

DECISIONS LEADING HER TOW ARD LIV ING THE SAME SOR T OF LIFE AS HER  MOTHER—W ITHOUT SUCCESS AND FILLED 

W ITH REGRET? W HAT HAPPENED TO MAKE HER CHANGE DIR ECTION? DO YOU THINK THER E'S ANY HOPE THAT AMBER 

CAN STILL CHANGE HER LIFE? W HY OR W HY NOT? DO YOU THINK SHE W ANTS TO? 
 
6.  BOTH SOPHIE'S RELATIONSHIP W ITH DUGAN AND KR ISTINE'S RELATIONSHIP W ITH JAXSEN HAD A LOT TO SAY ABOUT 

EQUALITY—NOT GENDER  EQUALITY, NECESSARILY, BUT A R ELATIONSHIP OF EQUALS REGARDLESS OF GENDER. DISCUSS. 
H OW  IMPOR TANT IS BALANCE IN R OMANCE? 
 
7.  W HEN MALLERY FIR ST GOT THE IDEA FOR  THIS BOOK, IT CENTER ED AR OUND THE THEME OF AMBITION. IN AMER ICAN 

POPULAR CULTURE, AMBITION, ESPECIALLY IN W OMEN, IS SOMETIMES CONFLATED W ITH GREED, GIV ING IT A NEGATIVE 

CONNOTATION. MALLERY W ANTED TO EXPLOR E THE POSITIV E SIDE OF AMBITION. H OW  DID SHE DO THAT IN EACH OF 

THE THR EE STORYLINES? IS A W OMAN W R ONG TO BE AMBITIOUS? IS THERE ANY SUCH THING AS "TOO AMBITIOUS" AND, 
IF SO, W HERE IS THAT LINE? CAN A W OMAN HAV E IT ALL? CAN A MAN? IF JAXSEN HADN'T COME AR OUND, DO YOU THINK 

THAT KR ISTINE W OULD HAVE SACRIFICED HER  MARR IAGE IN ORDER TO FULFILL HER  PR OFESSIONAL AMBITIONS? W HY 

OR  W HY NOT? W OULD SHE HAVE BEEN RIGHT TO DO SO? W HY OR W HY NOT? H OW  DID AMBER  REINFOR CE THE THEME 

OF AMBITION? DUGAN? 
 
8.  THER E AR E TW O PIV OTAL SCENES IN THIS BOOK W HEN THE ONLY THING THAT R EALLY CHANGED W AS A CHAR ACTER'S 

PERCEPTION—AND YET, THAT CHANGE OF PER CEPTION CHANGED EV ERYTHING. DISCUSS PERCEPTION AS IT R ELATES TO 

THESE TW O SCENES, AND HOW  THINGS CHANGED AS A RESULT: 
 

a. SOPHIE FINDS OUT ABOUT DUGAN'S PAST. 
 

b. K R ISTINE DISCOVER S THAT JAXSEN W ASN'T JUST COOLING OFF AT HIS PARENTS' HOUSE; IN HIS HEAR T, 
HE HAD LEFT HER. 
 

9.  W ERE YOU SURPRISED BY THE ENDING? H OW  SO, AND W HAT DID YOU THINK W AS GOING TO HAPPEN? 
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